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  Letter dated 11 July 2006 from the Permanent Representative 
of the Russian Federation to the United Nations addressed to 
the Secretary-General 
 
 

 I have the honour to enclose herewith the texts of the decision and the 
statement of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation in 
connection with killings of Russian citizens in Iraq (see annex). 

 I would appreciate it if you would have the present letter and its annex 
circulated as a document of the Security Council. 
 
 

(Signed) Vitaly Churkin 
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  Annex to the letter dated 11 July 2006 from the Permanent 
Representative of the Russian Federation to the United Nations 
addressed to the Secretary-General 
 

[Original: Russian] 
 

 A. Decision on the statement of the State Duma of the Federal 
Assembly of the Russian Federation in connection with the 
killings of Russian citizens in Iraq 
 
 

28 June 2006 

 The State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation hereby 
decides:  

1. To adopt the statement of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the 
Russian Federation in connection with the killings of Russian citizens in Iraq; 

2. To transmit this decision and the statement referred to above to the President 
of the Russian Federation, Mr. V. V. Putin, the Government of the Russian 
Federation, the United Nations, the Council of Representatives of Iraq, the 
parliaments of the States making up the multinational force in Iraq, the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, the Parliamentary Assembly of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and 
the Inter-Parliamentary Assembly of the States Members of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States; 

3. To transmit this decision and the statement referred to above to the 
Parliamentary Gazette, for official publication; 

4. That this decision shall enter into force on the day of its adoption. 
 
 

 B. Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation 
 
 

  Statement of the State Duma in connection with killings  
of Russian citizens in Iraq 
 
 

28 June 2006 

 The State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation, joining 
the entire country in its grief, expresses its profound outrage at the savage killing of 
members of the staff of the embassy of the Russian Federation in Iraq, and severely 
condemns the criminals who committed that inhuman act, which lacks any possible 
political or moral justification. 

 The deputies of the State Duma believe that the tragedy that has unfolded in 
Iraq in recent days has been made possible in large part by a state of crisis in the 
country that has escalated as the occupying powers have increasingly lost control of 
the situation and terror and violence have become a daily reality for post-war Iraq. 
Unfortunately, the alarming and realistic assessments made by the Russian side are 
proving accurate. Such assessments include those contained in the 7 April 2004 
statement of the Council of the State Duma and Council of the Federation Council 
of the Federal Assembly regarding the situation in Iraq, which indicated that events 
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there were progressing inexorably according to the worst-case scenario, with 
military action by the occupying forces not only failing to restore order, but 
worsening the escalation of violence. The occupying powers continue to carry full 
responsibility for the situation in Iraq, including maintaining the security of its 
citizens and foreign specialists. We are firmly convinced that they could have 
prevented the tragedy which occurred. 

 The deputies of the State Duma take the view that the Russian position on Iraq 
and its friendly people during the crisis in that country, a position repeatedly stated 
by the President, Federal Assembly and Government of the Russian Federation, was 
the correct position, and the only one possible in the circumstances. The Russian 
Federation will not allow itself to be drawn into the Iraq conflict by any form of 
provocation, and will continue to press consistently for a peaceful settlement there, 
first and foremost by the efforts of the Iraqi people and all responsible 
representatives of Iraqi society. 

 The deputies of the State Duma insist that there should be an urgent and 
comprehensive examination of all the circumstances of the tragedy which befell 
Russian citizens in Iraq and an analysis of measures to ensure security for the staff 
of foreign representative offices of the Russian Federation, especially in areas where 
there is a continued danger of terrorist acts and where military activity is being 
conducted, so that new tragedies are not allowed to occur. 

 The deputies of the State Duma demand that the Iraqi authorities and 
occupying powers, whose responsibilities are established by Security Council 
resolution 1483 (2003), investigate meticulously and thoroughly the killing of 
Russian citizens in Iraq, and insist that all possible steps should be taken to 
apprehend and punish the criminals. 

 The deputies of the State Duma firmly believe that the killing of Russian 
citizens in Iraq is further proof that there can be no double standards or attempts at 
appeasement when dealing with terrorists. The terrorists and extremists active in 
Iraq today must be under no illusion of impunity for such inhuman crimes. There is 
an urgent need for a unified legal, political and moral front which refuses to accept 
any form of terrorism or violence and which sees retribution for terror and for 
crimes against the life and health of individuals as inevitable. 

 


